
Award Program
For Excellence in Conservation Land Development
Sponsored By:

 Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District

The Hamilton County SWCD will award two achievement awards for Excellence in Conservation Land Development. The awards will be presented annually to recognize a residential and commercial project. Award winners will be recognized by the Soil and Water Conservation District at their Annual Meeting. 
Application Requirements
1. All applications must be submitted by February 20th. Applications are available on the Soil and Water Conservation Website- www.hamiltonswcd.org 
2. Projects must be approved or in construction and located within Hamilton County. Residential projects must have an approved secondary plat and approved development/construction plans for commercial projects. Provide proof the project is ready for construction.
3. From the date of the application deadline for this award to the date of project approval must not exceed two years. 
4. Projects may be submitted more than once.
5. No more than two projects from one developer.

6. One winner will be selected from each of two categories:  residential and commercial.

7. A residential project will consist of: single or two family detached housing.

8. Commercial projects can be industrial, retail, commercial and/or multi-family. 

9. Residential projects must exceed 10 acres to apply. A minimum of 5 acres of developed land must be present. Commercial projects must exceed 3 acres.
10. Projects will be judged by March 6st. Winners will be recognized at the Soil and Water Conservation District Annual meeting March 10th. 
11. Winners will receive a plaque and sign to honor their achievement. The honor goes solely to the award winning project.
12. Winners can use their achievement in any positive manor they choose to advertise or promote their winning project. 
Selection Criteria
A panel of judges will decide the two winners. Smart Growth, Conservation Design Elements and Low Impact Development principles outlined below will be used to judge the projects. The applicant is requested to submit a narrative that will help explain their project and how it satisfies the criteria.
1. Does the project preserve or protect significant natural resources, scenic views or natural topography?
2. Does the project minimize land disturbance and protect natural systems and processes (drainage ways, soils, vegetation and sensitive areas)? 

3. Does the site design compliment the existing topography and minimize land grading and alterations? 
4. Does the project incorporate existing natural site elements (wetlands, stream corridors forests) into the project design? 

5. Is storm water infiltration promoted through decentralized storm water management?
6. Does the project use conservation practices to improve the environment?
7. Does the post construction water quality plan exceed local standards?

8. Does the project promote or support alternative transportation? (Variance for less parking, bus stops, small car parking stalls, shared parking)

9. Is the project within ½ mile walking distance to retail facilities, schools, child care, public transportation, trails, parks and/or greenways?
10. Is water usage being reduced (using native plantings, cisterns for irrigations, gray water irrigation or high efficiency irrigation)

11. Is the structure built with energy saving technologies? (Solar, high insulation values and or geothermal) 

12. Does the project strengthen and direct development toward existing communities?

13. Does the project provide a variety of transportation choices?

14. Does the project utilize compact building design? 
See the Excellence in Conservation Land Development Award application for more details. The application can be found on the Hamilton County SWCD web site: www.hamiltonswcd.org 







