Recent activity:

Resident volunteers gathered on several
workdays to pull garlic mustard and
euonymus. These species are exotic,
iInvasive species which tend to dominate
areas and outompete beneficial, native
species. Removing them allows light,
water, and nutrients to reach the native
plants we want to see growing here.
Continuing efforts will be required to
completely eradicate bush honeysuckle,
garlic mustard, and euonymus.
Approximately 130 trees were removed
from the arboretum. The volunteers
targeted damaged and diseased trees, as
well as smaller individuals that were being
crowded out. Large trees were cut off at
12-14 feet to serve as wildlife habitat
trees. They planted 14 container trees in
a variety of wildliféfriendly native species,
including serviceberry, viburnum, bald
cypress, tuliptree, and oak. The residents
also planted 13 different species of
wildlife-friendly  seedlings, including
American plum, dogwood, hazelnut,
persimmon, and buttonbush.
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The Backyard Conservation Program urges
landowners in urban and suburban areas to
install backyard best management practices
(BMPs) to help improve stormwater runoff,
reduce soil erosion, and provide wildlife
habitat. By making simple changes in the
way you manage your backyard, you can
make a large difference in the quality of our
environment!

The Backyard Conservation Program offers:

e Educational opportunities through
workshops, demonstration sites, and
printed literature

e Technical assistance through site visits,
and individual conservation plans

« Financial assistance

Whether you are managing a small
backyard or acres of neighborhood
common area, the Backyard Conservation
Program can help you. We strive to help
you meet your objectives while enhancing
environment al qgual ity
rapidly growing urban areas. Contact us
today!

For more information, contact:

Hamilton County Soil & Water
Conservation District
Shaena Reinhart
1155 S. 10th St.
Noblesville, IN 46060
(317) 7732181 ext. 103
shaena.reinhart@hamiltoncounty.in.gov
www.hamiltonswcd.org

LAKE FOREST ARBORETUM
Backyard Wildlife Habitat

Demonstration Plot
116th St E. and Hazel Dell Parkway, Carmel, IN
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A brief history:
The Lake Forest Arboretum is a fiare,
wooded area that was preserved when the
neighborhood was developed in 1990. The
neighborhood sponsors an annual cleanup in
the spring to remove fallen limbs and trees,
which are then chipped and spread on the
nature trail that winds through the area.
Some of the native, wildlfiendly tree
species you will see are hickory, sugar
maple, black cherry, pawpaw, black walnut,
and beech. Wildflowers bloom in the spring
and blackberries provide food for wildlife
during the summer months. It is a haven for
wildlife and a serene escape for
h owpgers at the time. In the.fall qf
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homeowners planted 60 street trees which
were purchased through a grant funded by
the Indiana Department of Natural
Resources. The trees have now matured and
are maintained by the City of Carmel Urban
Forestry Program.
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