Hamilton County SWCD

Outdoor Lab Grant Application


Outdoor classrooms can help students appreciate and assume responsibility for our natural resources.  Teaching outdoors is not restricted just to science, it can be used for art, music, social studies, language arts and math!  Matching grants up to $2000 are available from Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) to develop outdoor classrooms.  Projects must  include agricultural crop plots, but may also include small ponds, wildlife habitat, windbreaks, archaeological digs, animal track plots, tree and shrub planting, nesting boxes, outdoor seating area, and much more!  Contact us for information on planning an outdoor lab as well as curriculum that can be used in the lab. 

Grant Requirements

1. Any school in Hamilton County, Indiana is eligible; however, if a school has already received SWCD monies for an Outdoor Lab, it is unlikely that the school will receive more grant money at this time. 

2. SWCD grant money is available for up to fifty percent (50%) of the total cost of the lab, for a maximum of two thousand dollars ($2000).   

3. Copies of invoices/receipts for the grant amount as well as the matching money must be submitted before the school will be reimbursed for their purchases.

4. Invoices for items used toward the grant must be dated after the grant is awarded.

5. A plan for the outdoor lab must be submitted with application.  (Note: It does not need to be a professional blueprint.)

6. Lab plan must include at least three types of modern agricultural crops that are grown commercially in Hamilton County (corn, soybeans, wheat etc.).  This requirement is to assure that students gain first-hand knowledge about where their food comes from and how important it is to conserve prime farmland.

7. A complete itemized material list must also be submitted with application.  SWCD reserves the right to disallow any item(s) listed in the material list.

8. Labor costs are not eligible for the grant, however, in-kind donations are acceptable (e.g. the cost for donated mulch, seed, trees, etc.).

9. School/Outdoor Lab Committee must agree to maintain the outdoor lab for a minimum of three (3) years.

10. Some type of recognition signage at the outdoor lab acknowledging the SWCD as a sponsor is requested.

11. Special consideration will be given to outdoor labs used by multiple schools.

12. All SWCD Board decisions are final.

Grant Time Line.

1. The SWCD Board of Supervisors will review grants and schools will be notified of the Board’s decision within a month.

2. All purchases to be made with grant money (and matching money) must be made after the date the grant is awarded.  Please try to close out your grant within one year’s time.

3. Submit all invoices for reimbursement to Hamilton County SWCD.   Photocopies are acceptable, but remember it is a 50%.  In order to receive $2000, you will need to submit invoices/bills for $4000.
For more information please contact:

Mark McCauley, Resource Conservationist

Hamilton County SWCD

1155 South 10th Street

Noblesville, IN  46060

Ph:  317-773-2181 x 102     FAX:  317-776-1101

mark.mccauley@hamiltoncounty.in.gov
Hamilton County SWCD

Outdoor Classroom Grant Application

(Please use this form to expedite Board’s review)

Name of school: ________________________________________________________________  

Phone #: ________________________________ Fax: _______________________________

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________

City, State, and Zip: _________________________________________________________________

Name of Contact: _______________________________________________________________  

Email: ______________________________________ Phone: ________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City, State, and Zip: _________________________________________________________________
1. Amount of grant money requested (maximum of $2000):   ____________________

2. Outdoor Lab Committee

	Name of Committee Member
	Position, title 

(e.g. parent, PTO mbr,. 3rd grade teacher, custodian)

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	

	4.
	

	5.
	

	6.
	


3. Do you plan to plant corn, wheat and soybeans in your outdoor lab on a yearly basis?  (Seed and fertilizer for a 6 by 6 foot plot will be supplied by Hamilton SWCD).   How will you tie them into the classroom curriculum (e.g. make bread, study of plant or seed?)

4. In the space below, please write a short statement explaining how proposed items in the outdoor lab will benefit the students at your school.

5. What provisions have you made for the weekly care of the outdoor lab during summer vacation?

6. When do you plan to start on the outdoor lab?

7. Expected completion date:

8. Enclose a plan for the outdoor lab on a separate piece of paper.  Clearly label all proposed features.

9. Enclose a cover letter on the school’s letterhead with the principal’s signature that reflects their attitude toward an outdoor classroom.

10. Itemized material list

	Item to be purchased
	Cost

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Total cost of items (should be 2x the grant amount requested) 

e.g. if requesting a $2000 grant, an additional $2000 of expenditures should be listed to show what matching money will be spent on.  For donated items, record the amount of money it would cost if you had purchased that item.
	


Before sending in application, have you:

· Completed items # 1 - 10?

· Included an outdoor lab plan?

· Enclosed a cover letter from the school’s principal?

Send completed application and necessary documents to:                                    Hamilton County SWCD,  1155 S. 10th Street, Noblesville, IN  46060

SWCD Outdoor Lab Grant

Final Expense Report

Name of School: _________________________________________________________

Amount Requested: __________________      Grant Awarded on: _________________    

	Date of Purchase
	Item
	Cost

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Total cost of items (should be 2x the grant amount requested) 

e.g.  if requesting a $2000 grant, an additional $2000 of expenditures should be listed to show what matching money will be spent on.  For donated items, record the amount of money it would cost if you had purchased that item.
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