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What are Water Edge Enhancements?  

Edge enhancements are plantings and landscape management 

practices that reduce erosion, improve water quality, and add  

wildlife habitat around bodies of water, such as stormwater  

retention ponds or lakes.   

What to Plant:  

4-18ò Below Water 

Sweet Flag 

Pickerel Weed 

Spotted Joe-Pye Weed 

Swamp Rose Mallow 

Common Lake Sedge 

Common Arrowhead 

Great Bulrush 

Buttonbush 

0-4ò Below Water 

Wild Senna 

Swamp Milkweed 

Marsh Marigold 

Blue Flag Iris 

Bottlebrush Sedge 

Dark Green Rush 

Cardinal Flower 

Great Blue Lobelia 

0-4ò Above Water 

New England Aster 

Common Tussock Sedge 

Virginia Wild Rye 

Fowl Manna Grass 

Cup Plant 

Blue Vervain 

Sneezeweed 

Tall Coreopsis 

4-18ò Above Water 

Big Bluestem 

Little Bluestem 

Common Milkweed 

Smooth Blue Aster 

Partridge Pea 

Wild Bergamot 

White Wild Indigo 

Purple Coneflower 

                 WATER EDGE  

             ENHANCEMENTS 

(This is not a complete list.) 

Benefits of  

Edge Enhancements:  

Permanent vegetation provides a solution to  

numerous shoreline problems, including: 

Prevents erosion, leaving water clearer and 

shores intact 

Absorbs nutrient runoff, reducing algae growth 

Reduces waterfowl problems by limiting their 

movement from the water to shore 

Adds aesthetic value with blooming wildflowers 

and swaying grasses 

Attracts an array of desirable wildlife 

Provides a nursery for young fish 

Reduces mowing and maintenance requirements 


