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What is Mulching?  

Mulch is a protective layer of material that is spread on top of the soil.  Mulches 
can either be organic (such as grass clippings, straw, or bark chips) or inorganic 

(like stones, brick chips, or plastic).  

What are the Benefits of Mulching?  

Organic mulches improve the condition of 
the soil.  As these mulches slowly  
decompose, they provide organic matter that 
helps to keep the soil loose.  This improves 
root growth, increases the infiltration of  
water, and also improves the water-holding 
capacity of the soil.  Organic matter is a 
source of plant nutrients and provides an 
ideal environment for earthworms and other  
beneficial soil organisms.  Since inorganic 
mulches lack the soil improving properties of 
organic mulches, this tip sheet is limited to 
organic mulches. 

Benefits: 

Prevents weed growth 

Maintains soil temperature 

Prevents soil erosion 

Conserves moisture 

Reduces soil compaction 

Keeps feet clean 

Provides a ñfinishedò look 

Mulch Materials:  

Bark Chips  

Wood Chips  

Leaves  

Grass Clippings  

Hay or Straw  

Compost  

Ground Corn Cobs  

Pine Needles  
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