The Hamilton County Soil & Water Conservation District
has a new program initiative called the:

Agricultural Stewardship Initiative

Purpose of the Agriculture Stewardship Initiative

The purpose of the Agricultural Stewardship Initiative is to improve or maintain soil and quetigy,
reduce sedimentation and nutrient loading, by implementing conservation land treatment and pc
prevention practices. When and where possible this program will introduce or encoulaygehentation
of conservation practices that have an environmental benefit with an increaseanecreturn for the
producer.

Three ASI Goals

Soil Management

Information gathered from soils data through maps or onsite testing can provide usefudtiofofor crop
management and environmental protection. We widbenage the collection and management of soil date

The use of grid soil sampling for site specific nutrient application.
Track percent of organic matter as an indicator of productivity.
Recommend the variable rate application of lime based on pH levels while monitoring Ca:Mg ratio
Recommend the optimum soil types to side dress.
Adjust yield goals and fertility rates based on soils information and soil tests.
Promote the benefits of tile and surface drainage.
Provide education about the installation of tile and surface drainage.

Nitrogen Management

The proper management of plant nutrients is importangdod yields and the protection of our soil ar
water resources. Techniques are needed to redudesthef these nutrients. Benefits include improve
water quality and reduced expense for fertilizer.

Promote the use of tissue sampling for side dress N appli¢ation.
Provide information about the utilization and management of tile control structures(cont. on pg.7)

Promote the use of cover crops to store and release nutrients.




HAMILTON COUNTY
Soil & Water

N N

CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Board of Supervisors

Jared KakasuleffChair
Rodney RulonYice Chair
Tom Sherrill, Treasurer
Doug QuearMember

Steve WebstetMember

Associate Supervisors

Van Eller
Ted Engelbrecht
Garrick Mallery

Lisa Meek

Brad Roberts
Mike Seeman

John Talbot

Office Personnel

John South
District Engineer-Manager
Mark McCauley
Resource Conservationist
Shaena Smith
Urban Conservationist
Tina Moon
Office Coordinator
Angie Garrison
NRCS District Conservationist
Sarah Lake
ISDA

Town & Country

Published quarterly and
distributed to landowners, farmni
operators, teachers, local
agencies, public officials,
conservation organizations ang

other interested individuals.

Editor: Mark McCauley

Johnls Technical Corner
Geotextiles- How Can | Use Them?

You may have a stone drive that has soft spots or you need to continually as
stone to keep it firm. It is common practice in Central Indiana to place #2 gton

down first and then add #53 stone on top. The #2 stone provides streng’l‘h.

very poorly drained soils, the soil will migrate mump up into the stone, whic

weakens the base and in turn causes failure of the surface. A combinat|on

poor soils, freeze/thaw and high water tables can seriously affect stone dri

Geotextilesare synthetic fabrics that come in a variety cérgfths, weaves anc

es.

performance characteristics. Fabrics are woven or non-woven and haye tl

following functions:

Drainage- The material has the ability to convey fluidtire direction of the
plane of the fabric.

Filtration - The fabric allows the flow of fluid through it but prevents th
movement of soil particles. An example would be the !sock” sometimes §
on plastic tile. It is a geotextile that is used to filter the water and prevent
peat or humus to enter the tile.

Sei

baN!

Reinforcement The ability of the fabric to distribute a load evenly over the goil

and carry a tensile load that bridges gaps and voids.

Separatiorr The ability of the geotextile to keep two different materials aparf.

Using geotextiles can benefit stone drives by adding reinforcement
separation. These functions can reduce the amount of stone requireq,
strength and reduce cost of future maintenance. Geotextiles can atsedba ¢
tile repair to cover an open joint. The fabric widp the soil out and let th¢
water in.

174

an
a

Manufactures offer a large selection of geotextiles. A good salesman shoyld |
able to recommend a fabric that is right for your application. These matgrial

are generally sold by suppliers of the construction industry.

Organic Farming - A Growing Market ! (by Mark McCauley)

| recently attended a session on Organic Farming and found it very intereptin
Although | come from a traditional farming background, | can see a mdrke

niche and need for this type of agriculture. In&cpllike Hamilton County, the
conditions are probably quite favorable for this kind of venture, and

the

industry is growing here. There are several 'hobby farms" that are too smdll fc

traditional production agriculture, and there is anrewereasing population

that tends to seek out !organically grown" items. For some land ownefs, i

might be worthwhile to look into the possibilities. In addition, the federal angl
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state governments have targeted certain financial incentive programs at this field, to encourage and as
wanting to get involved.

There are several places an individual can go for more information on organic farming, but as a starting
would recommend visiting the web site for the USDA Agricultural Marketing Serweev(ams.usda.gov/
AMS), and more specifically thidational Organic Program under that agency.

The National Organic Program (NOP) develops, implements, and administers n3
USDA production, handling, and labeling standards for organic agricultural products. The NOF
w accredits the certifying agents (foreign and domestic) wispect organic production ang
handling operations to certify that they meet USDA standards.

The certifying agent that oversees this area is Cissy Bowman, and she isthaeralividuals | had the

privilege of hearing at the informational session | attended a couple of weeks ago. Her contact informat
Cissy Bowman Phone:317-539-4317 Scope:crop, livestock, wild crop, handling
8364 SSR 39 E-mail: icollcceo@earthlink.net  Accredited: 4/29/02

Clayton, IN 46118

Another good resource on the internet is the Orgsliaiterials Review Instituteafww.omri.org). The Organic
Materials Review Institute (OMRI) is a national nonprofit organization that determines which input prq
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are allowed for use in organic production and processing. OMRI Listed!or approved!products may be fised

on operations that are certified organic under the USR#tional Organic ProgramOMRI accepts
applications for products intended to be used in organic production or processing to determine whet
are in fact allowed under the National Organic Program. Some typical examples of the types of OMRI
are fertilizers for organic farming and feed supplements for organic animal production.

If you have an interest organic farming or any aspect of the industry, please contact the resources list
article for additional information. Also read the article below on financial incentive pregram

Funding For New Organics Initiative Announced

Indiana NRCS State Conservationist Jane Hardisty announced recently that $862,564 is available in
for a new initiative to encourage more organic agriculture production. Funding for the initiative is being
available as part of the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).

"Assisting organic producers is one of the priorities of the 2008 Farm Bill,# said Hafd@istyobjective of
this initiative is to make organic food producers eligjito compete for EQIP financial assistance.#

The 2009 Organic Initiative is a nationwide special initiative to provide financial assistance to N4
Organic Program (NOP) certified organic producers as well as producers in the process of transitig
organic production. Organic producers may also apply for assistance under general EQIP.

Under the Organic Initiative minimum core conseisafpractices will be required based on specifsotgce
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concerns. The practices are: Conservation Crop Rotation; Cover Crop; Nutrient Managemeng;, F

Management; Prescribed Grazing; and Forage Harvemtaljement. Indiana will consider using a
appropriate practice that meets the natural resource concerns on a particular farm.

Applications received from organic producers or producers in transition to orgammg were accepted
under this initiative until May 29, 2009. Although thissti funding deadline has passed, you will still want]
contact the local NRCS office for future funding options and for the current State incentives. —{more
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Ranking criteria has been established based on resource concerns that link to the National Organic
(NOP) objectives and the core conservation practices. Find more information about NOP on the USD
site athttp://www.usda.gov/ by choosing the subject !Agriculture” then clicking on !Organic Certificatiq
under Related Topics.

In addition to the 2009 Organic Initiative, the Indiana State Department of Agriculture also offers the #l
Organic Certification Program$, which will reimburse 75 percent of the cost of certification fees up tg
for new certifications or renewals. Producers can apply for this program until September 3Gn@Gth
find applications ahttp://www.in.gov/isda/2399.htm

The 2009 Organic Initiative will be administered by NRCS. Interested producers should contact
district conservationist Angie Garrison at 317-773-2181 to determine eligibility. Additional etformon
the 2009 EQIP Organic Initiative is availablewavw.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/edip/

Indiana to Host the Northern Nut Growers
100" Annual Meeting in July, 2009

N

The 108" annual meeting of the Northern Nut Growers Associat
(NNGA) will be held July 19-23 at Purdue University in West Lafayette,
Indiana. Registration begins Sunday afternoon followed with a BBQ and mixer in the Walnut Woods
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Martell Forest and Wright Center. Show and Tell which shares the successes and failures of new equip

and promising nut and fruit selections or cultivars will bespnted.

The five day event includes a Monday welcome address by Dr. Charles Michler, Director &wdivedu
Tree Improvement and Regeneration Center, and a keynote presentation by internationally renown [
Janick, Department of Horticulture and Landscape iecture, who will be speaking on the #History ¢
World Horticulture&Nuts, Fruits, and Art.$

g

Tuesday a tour is scheduled to the University famtl nut research plots with the evening featuring Dr.

Robert Swihart, Head of the Forestry and Natural Resources Department (FNR) at Purdue. He will p
unique and fascinating talk on his years of research on nuts, from the squirrel's perspective.

Wednesday will feature a day of technical papetsmesentations.

Thursday concludes the affair with the opportunity to tour an apple orchard
Zionsville, Indiana; a tour of a pecan, shag and shellbark hickory orchar
Indianapolis; and a tour of persimmon and pawpaw plants and test orchards in
Haute, Indiana.

Additional alternative activities will be availabfer family members. Affordable

All meeting places are within walking distance. &eran email to
icomserve@aol.comwith the subject #NNGA 2009 Meeting$ to be notified when additional information
registration forms are available, or contact Jerry Lehman at jwlehman@aoDcaall 812-298-8733.
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housing is available on campus with golf cart shuttles for the physically impajrec

and
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STOEPPELWETTH & ASSOCIATES, INC.

$0/46-5*/( &/(*/&&34 t -"/% 4637&:03
www.Stoeppelwerth.com

David J. Stoeppelweth, P.E., P.L.S.
President & CEO

7965 East 10
Fishers, IN
Phone: (317) 84
Fax: (317) 84

dstoeppelwerth@stoeppelwerth.com
Dial Direct: (317) 577-3402

Mobile: (317) 517-6468

Direct Fax: (317) 570-4742

E N GINEERS

Land Surveying | Civil Engineering
Landscape Architectura

thStreet Build with confidence’

o0ss 317|846 ! 6611

p-5935
P-5942 10505 N. College Avenue | Indianapolis, IN 46280 |

weihe.net

Lt Miller
Reg. Land Surveyor

Res, [T&5) B43-1475

Established In 1971

MILLER SURVEYING, INC.
LAND SURVEYIMNG AND ENGINEERING
948 Connar Streed, Nobleswitle, IN 46060

[(317) TT3-2644 [E00] G56-2644
FAX [317) T73-2604

Office Hours: Monday—Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Appointment arranged for your convenlence
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IRVING MATERIALS, INC.

LIMESTONE AND GRA FRODUCTE

«-MP )_]lr Complete Printing, Desjs,

\%a%rﬁﬂ';g & Bindery Services

MCCORMACK PRINTING IMPRESSIONS, INC.
618 Oak Street - Tipton, IN 46072
765.675.9556-800.574.5451 - FXx: 765.675.9558
mpi@tiptontel.com - www.mccormackprinting.com

Farm
Credit

Services
OF MID-AMERICA

COMMUNITY
BANK

Matt Wright Rick Hahn

mwrighl@e-farmcredit.com

4985 N State Road 9

Anderson, IN 46015
Ph: 765-644-7172 or 800-878-0195

rhahn@e-farmcredit.com

Member

FDIC

For all your Agricultural/Agribusiness

Financing Needs

120 years Combined Lending Experience

651 Westfield Road
Noblesville, IN 46060
776-7735
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The Backyard Conservation Program

iIs GROWING this Spring!
(by Shaena Smith)

We all know that with springtime come budding trees, greening grass, and blooming flowers; every:ring
0

awakened and growing as the weather begins to warm. It seems that the Backyard Conservation P
following suit ! growing in leaps and bounds so faistyear" Here are just a few of the accomplishments
updates on the program ! take a look and see how you can get involved"

Back in February, the Backyard Conservatipn
Program awarded just over $9,000 to eight different
landowners to implement Backyard Conservation
Practices including rain gardens, pond shorelﬁ]e
plantings, wildlife habitat plantings, and much more.
These practices will help improve water quality,
enhance wildlife habitat, and protect soil quality |in
Hamilton County#s quickly growing urban areas.
After teaming up with local MS4 communities, we
were able to reduce the costs needed |for
demonstration site plantings, and offer another $4,700
to five more landowners to implement the same types
of practices. Imagine how much these conservation

measures will benefit Hamilton County#§olunteers plant native grasses and flowers at the Soccer C
environment" rain garden.

As stated above, we have been working closely with local MS4 Clean Stormwater Programs to e
demonstration rain gardens and pond shoreline plantings. So far this May, we have planted one demg
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rain garden at the Noblesville Soccer Club (8600 EM1S8eet), and have another volunteer rain gardlen

planting day scheduled for Wednesday, May 20 at the Forest Park Aquatic Center (Noblesville). If the
cooperates, we will be planting a pond edge enhancesysteém at the Noblesville Fire Station located
10170 E. 191 Street. In other areas of the county, just as mudiappening. The Town of Fishers
installing a pond edge enhancement demonstratiom@ishd City Hall that should be finished by early Jur
They also plan to install a rain garden at Fire Station 94 (10701 Cumberland Road). The City of Ca
incorporating a rain garden into the trail area where"1%Beet crosses Cool Creek ! giving the Carm
residents a place to see a rain garden firsthand. And these are just the public propBeiesal
neighborhoods and individual homeowners are opening up their Backyard Conservation sites to the
Visit our website to see a complete list of all Bgarkli Conservation Demonstration Sites, and plan to visit
on our next warm, sunny afternoon”

We have also been busy conducting site visits and writing conservation plans. Twenty-six Iandowntlrs h

already received a plan for this year, and several more are waiting for their recommendations. If yo
like some advice for your property ! be it a backyard, neighborhood, church, or other property ! don#t
It#s never too early to start protecting our seatter, and wildlife"
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(cont.from pg. 1)
Pollution Prevention

Farmers are individual users of a large quantity of hazardous materials, fuels, oils and pesti@dg
important to properly store, handle and utilize theemals to prevent harm to the environment.

Provide information about current regulations.

Provide updates on new regulations.

Provide information about storage, handling and utilization of hazardous madterials.
Research the possible methods to recycle or dispose of empty containers.

Individual Assistance

Staff will assist individual producers to implemenése and other traditional conservation practices. We
continue to assist NRCS, FSA and IDNR with the promotion and utilization of conservation programs.

Cost Share Program

Soil Sampling and VRT application for site specific nuttriplacement:
Pay $7.00 per acre for grid sampling and VRT fertilizing.

Maximum acres ! 160 acres

Farm has no prior history of grid soil sampling.
!

Soil Sampling for improved nutrient and yield manageine
Pay $4.00 per acre for grid based soil samgling.

Maximum acres ! 160 acres per producer.
Farm with no prior history of grid sampling.

Document how information was used to manage fertility, manure, yield goalls, etc.

Establish demonstration sites for tile outlet control structures to reddsharge:
Maximum of 5 sites.

SWCD will pay for the structure if landowner installs and manages to NRCS!specs.

Landowner agrees to host a field workshop or speak at a workshop.

Tissue sampling to determine side dress rates:

Pay for Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) or producer to review field, take samples, complete testing an
make recommendations.

A producer may apply once a year for this program and no more than three years total.

Financial assistance will be a flat rate of $250 per producer.
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Hamilton County Soil & Water
Conservation District

1155 South 10th Street
Noblesville, IN 46060

(317) 773-2181 x 101

VISIT OUR WEB SITE
www.hamiltonswcd.org

317 | 846 - 6611

10505 N. College Avenue | Indianapolis, IN 4628@ihe.net

All programs and services of the Hamilton County Soil andVater Conservation District are offered on a
nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, cabr, religion, sex, marital status or disability.



