
INVASIVE 
SPECIES 
BASICS



WHAT IS A NATIVE PLANT?

A plant that has evolved in a 
given place over a period of time 

sufficient to develop complex 
and essential relationshipswith 
the physical environment and 

other organisms in a given 
ecological community. 

(Darke & Tallamy, The Living Landscape 2014)

Purple Coneflower - photo by Laura McCloughan



WHAT IS AN INVASIVE PLANT?

A species that does not 
naturally occur in a specific 

area(non-native)and whose 
introduction does or is likely 

to causeeconomic or 
environmental harmor harm 

to human health. 
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Autumn OliveMultiflora Rose - photo by Leslies J. Merhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org



WHAT ABOUT NON-NATIVES?

Autumn Olive Kudzu

ốNot all non-native plants are 
invasive (most are not)

ốNon-natives provide far 
fewer ecological services 
than natives & can become 
invasive over time

ố50,000 non-native species 
have been introduced into 
the US

The non-native Knockout Rose provides little benefit to native pollinators 
but are a favorite food of the invasive Japanese Beetle



SOME BACKGROUND ON INVASIVES
Autumn Olive in Dillon Park photo by Laura McCloughan



WHERE DO INVASIVES COME FROM?
Introduced accidentally
ố Packing material/shipping 

containers
ố Contaminants in soil/mulch
ố Seed mixes
ố Effects of wind/water 
ố Wildlife or human activity

Introduced deliberately
ố To produce goods and food
ố To feed wildlife 
ố To control the environment
ố As ornamentals in gardens

Kudzu was purposely planted for erosion control


