
Mature
height

Mature
spread

Bloom color
Bloom
season

Soil moisture
needs

Sun needs Pollinator relationships

Big Bluestem
Andropogon
gerardii

4-8 2-3
Reddish-

bronze (seed
heads)

Summer,
Fall

Dry, Medium Sun
Host plant for skipper

  butterflies

Side Oats
Grama

Bouteloua
curtipendula

1-3 1-2
Purplish-brown

(seed heads)
Summer Dry, Medium Sun

Host plant for grass
skipper

  butterflies

Copper-
Shouldered
Oval sedge

Carex bicknellii 1-3 1-2
Greenish-

brown (seed
heads)

Spring,
Summer

Medium
Sun, Part

shade
Supports various insect

larvae

Canada Wild
Rye

Elymus
canadensis

3-5 1-2
Green (seed

heads)
Summer Medium

Sun, Part
shade

Provides habitat and
food for
  insects

Purple Love
Grass

Eragrostis
spectabilis

1-2 1-2
Purple (seed

heads)
Summer,

Fall
Dry, Medium Sun

Provides cover for small
  wildlife

June Grass
Koeleria
macrantha

1-2 1-2
Green (seed

heads)
Spring,

Summer
Dry, Medium Sun

Host plant for skipper
  butterflies

Switch Grass
Panicum
virgatum

3-6 2-3
Reddish (seed

heads)
Summer,

Fall
Medium, Wet Sun

Provides food for birds,
host

  for butterflies

Little
Bluestem

Schizachyrium
scoparium

2-4 1-2
Reddish-

bronze (seed
heads)

Summer,
Fall

Dry, Medium Sun
Host plant for skipper

  butterflies

Indian Grass
Sorghastrum
nutans

3-7 2-3
Golden-brown
(seed heads)

Summer,
Fall

Medium Sun
Host plant for skipper

  butterflies

Prairie
Dropseed

Sporobolus
heterolepis

2-3 2-3
Airy golden

(seed heads)
Summer Dry, Medium Sun

Provides cover for
insects and

  wildlife
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